
  
SUBJECT 
Brake Rotor Minimum Thickness 

MODEL 
E82, E88 (1 Series) 

E46 (3 Series) 

E90, E91, E92, E93 (3 Series) 

E39 (5 Series) 

E60, E61 (5 Series) 

E63, E64 (6 Series) 

E65, 66 (7 Series) 

E85, E86 (Z4) 

E52 (Z8) 

E83 (X3) 

E53 (X5) 

E70 (X5) 

E71 (X6) 

INFORMATION 
BMW brake discs/rotors are stamped with a Minimum Thickness. The stamped minimum thickness is used to 
determine whether the brake discs/rotors require replacement during a brake service, such as pad replacement. 
However, some motor vehicle inspection procedures require the measurement of brake discs/rotors. An additional 
minimum thickness specification for the purpose of motor vehicle inspection is provided in the Technical Data section 
of the Repair Manual. Examples of the two specifications are described in this bulletin. 

The Stamped Minimum Thickness (MIN TH) is utilized as described below: 

New brake pads may only be installed if the brake disc thickness is greater than or equal to the minimum brake disc 
thickness (MIN TH) [not including M vehicles]. 

In the case of M vehicles and perforated (cross-drilled) brake discs, new brake pads may only be installed if the brake 
disc thickness is greater than the minimum brake disc thickness (MIN TH). 

The Minimum Thickness for general inspection (Motor Vehicle Inspection) is defined as follows: 
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Nominal size thickness minus 2.4 mm (not applicable to perforated brake discs and M vehicles) 

M vehicles and perforated (cross-drilled) brake discs: Nominal size thickness minus 1.6 mm 

Note: The nominal size thickness refers to the width of a new rotor. 

Always refer to the Repair Manual for model-specific information. 
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